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MQA Configuration

For MQA playback it is important the player is put in the most stable mode and that the system
has exclusive access to the DAC.

1. From the “Audirvana Plus” menu, select “Preferences”

Audirvana Plus [IER =61

About Audirvana Plus
Debug Info...

Preferences... 88,
Check for Updates...

Services >
iTunes Integrated Mode

Hide Audirvana Plus 3BH
Hide Others EEH

Quit Audirvana Plus B0Q

2. Select “Audio System” from the menu bar

: Lotus DACS Change

: Lotus DACS
441 48 882 96 176.4 192 3840 DSD64 DSD128
Stereo
Auto-detect MQA devices (w:
MQA Decoder detected

mpatible with some DACS)

Natve OSD Capabity | DSD over POM standord 11

Low level playback options: [ Exclusive access mode
Direct Mode.

Integer mode (if avail.

n device)
Integer Mode : | Mode 1 [

Maximum memory allocated for tracks pre-load
2,048 MB

50mn @44.1kHz  5mn @384kHz
Mute during sample rate change

Mo
Limit max bitdepth to 24bit instead of 32bit

If your MQA device is not listed under “Preferred Audio Device” click on “Change” and
select the proper device.

Set “Native DSD Capability” to DSD over PCM standard 1.1

Set “Low level playback options” and select

“Exclusive access mode” — on
“Direct Mode” — on
“Integer mode” — on and set Integer mode pull-down to Mode 1

Set Maximum memory allocated to 2,048 MB or no more than 25% of the way along the scale.




3. Select “Audio Filters” from the Menu
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General Audio System Audio Filters Audio Volume AudiolUnits SysOptimizer Library

Sample Rate Conversion
Converter:  iZotope 64-bit SRC

Quality:

Fastest Best

»  Advanced parameters

Forced Upsampling: ° None
") Power of 2 oversampling only (2x, 4x, ...)

"I Maximum sample rate upsampling
Oversampling 2x only
) Custom
)ToDSD  DsD64 & DSDfilter: A (7th order) &
Safe volume reduction before DSD upsampling | - 3dB

Some CPUs may not be able to perform sample rate conversion at best guality settings fast

enough for realtime playback.
This could result in pauses in playback.
Mote that changes will be effective only upen next playback start.

Audio Signal Polarity: Invert globally
Invert for tracks with INVERTPOLARITY comment

From this menu it is important that no Sample Rate Conversion take place. To do this, set the
“Forced Upsampling” radio button to None.

Leave the “Audio Signal Polarity” buttons un-checked

4. Select “Audio Volume” from the Menu
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General Audio System Audio Filters Audio Volume AudioUnits SysOptimizer Library

Veolume control type: o DAC only
T IDAC if available, else software

" Software only

Max. volume level:
0% 100%

ReplayGain loudness normalization: °N0 normalization
Preserve album dynamics

1 All tracks equal loudness

Mote that changes will be effective only upon next playback start.

Set the “Volume control type” radio button to DAC only

Set the “Max volume level” to 100%




5. Select “AudioUnits” from the Menu
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General Audio System Audio Filters Audio Volume Audiolnits SysOptimizer Library

AudioUnits
Use AudioUnits effects
No Effect
No Effect
No Effect
No Effect

Here it is important that the “Use AudioUnits effects” check box is un-checked

6. Select “SysOptimizer” from the Menu
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General Audio System Audio Filters Audio Volume AudioUnits SysOptimizer Library

SysOptimizer optimizes OSX for Audio Playback by deactivating non-essential
services that can cause inteferences detrimental to sound quality.
Optimize System for Audio Playback
Audirvana Plus priority = Very High B

Disable Spotlight
Disable Time Machine
Disable detection of iDevices on USBE

Restart all selected services now

Selected services are deactivated upon playback start, and restored after stop.

For System Optimizer it is important to check all the checkboxes and set “Audirvana Plus priority”
to Very High or Extreme

This assures that the playback will be uninterrupted by system services and assures smooth
playback of audio




7. Select “Library” from the Menu
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General Audio System Audio Filters Audio Volume AudioUnits SysOptimizer Library Streaming

Importing your audio files in Audirvana Plus library (Choose 1 of the 2 possible methods)

1st method: Adding folders to synchronize

This is the recommended method as any folder content update will then be automatically pushed to Audirvana Plus
(except for the network volumes). Adding new files inside these folders will make their tracks automatically appear in
Audirvana Plus.

[Usersfuser/Music/iTunes/iTunes Media Auto [ Sync
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2nd method: Importing directly the iTunes library
Although this is one click to do it now, this cperation will need to be repeated each time the iTunes library
is updated.

In addition, with this method, you need to ensure all your music files folders are accessible (mounted) before
launching the synchronization. This is the enly method to retrieve the iTunes playlists.

Mot synchronized with iTunes Sync

In both cases, the import process will read all the audio files to copy their metadata in Audirvana Plus database file.
The audio data is not duplicated (as opposed to iTunes default behavior).
Thus the audio files need to kept accessible.
Audirvana Plus database file location
It is recommended for perfermance reasons to leave the database file on the system volume. As it contains only a copy
of the audio files metadata, it remains guite small.

[Usersfuser/LibraryfApplication Support/Audirvana Change

Use complete library search instead of legacy view filter
Remote Control: Mo paired device running A+ Remote

Be sure your MQA content folder is selected and listed on the menu

8. Close the “Preferences” window and play an MQA track from the Track List. Your
MQA-enabled DAC should now indicate MQA Playback.

For further information on the Audirvana Plus player please refer to the full user
manual found here:

https://audirvana.com/delivery/Audirvana%20Plus%20User%20Manual.pdf
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